
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
May 15, 2020 
 
 
Dear Beloved Sister, 
 
How I long to see you, hug you and look you in the eye!  At this time of year my thoughts turn 
to getting ready for our June gathering of ministers’ wives and ministers’ widows from across 
the states and nations that comprise the IAMWMW. What a wondrous time we have when we 
all get together!  What a fellowship!  What a time!  What a time!  What a time! 
 
This is the first time in our 80 year history that we have not met for our international 
conference.  As we departed Columbus, Ohio last summer singing “Until We Meet Again”, little 
did we foresee that a pandemic would engulf our world; disrupting our daily patterns of living.  I 
am disappointed that we will not meet next month but I certainly do not lack hope.  I am 
assured that God is in control of this pandemic and because HE reigns, there will be a praise in 
the house when we do get together!   
 
In the meantime, the work of the sisterhood must move on.  During our annual convention in 
June we have two offerings—one during our Communion service for our charitable giving and 
the other on Thursday for our Scholarship efforts to assist our children/grandchildren and other 
deserving young people in furthering their educational goals.  I want our sisterhood to maintain 
our giving at the same level or better than we did last June.  To achieve this goal, I am asking 
each IAMWMW sister to give a sacrificial offering of $150 which was the cost of one night's stay 
in our host hotel this year. No Taxes! Most of us spend that amount visiting the vendors and 
fulfilling our shopping desires.   
 
This novel coronavirus has adversely impacted so many people through unemployment and loss 
of income, closed schools resulting in children missing formal education, increased need for 
food and multiple funeral expenses. As a sisterhood that cares for God's people we must 
respond in a tangible manner. The two nonprofit organizations that represent our constituency 
are Feeding America that supports our state and local food banks and Meals on Wheels 
America that serves home delivered meals to our most vulnerable seniors who are at the 
greatest risk of contracting COVID-19. 
 



 
Sisters, we are blessed to be a blessing.  In sharing with one of our members last night, she said, 
“Madam President, that’s just a little of what I would spend to attend the conference—airfare, 
hotel, meals and yes, shopping. I had just told my daughters about the home improvements 
that I was going to do with that money but I’m deducting $150.00 right now!”  I am asking you 
to do as this sister has done.  Please send your sacrificial offering to help in the aforementioned 
causes.  You may mail your offering directly to our Financial Secretary, Mrs. Loretta H. Dennis, 
at 3925 River Bluffs Place, Richmond, VA 23223.  A form for your remittance is located on the 
IAMWMW website, https://www.iamwmw.org/, under the Events tab.  You may also use 
Eventbrite so that you may use your credit/debit card.  I certainly hope that you will use this 
opportunity to be a blessing to someone in need.   
 
Our Sunday evening Communion Service is always a most meaningful beginning of our 
conference.  We are in the midst of planning a Virtual Communion Service on the fourth Sunday 
in June where we can gather in heart and spirit in our respective locations.  You will be able to 
join the sisterhood via Zoom, Facebook Live, or YouTube.  The links will be sent to you when all 
the details are complete. 
 
Let us remain united in faith, love, and prayer.  May the beauty of the Lord be with us and 
establish the work of our hands.  I love you, I love you, I love you!  
 
 
 In faith, 

Margaret Brown Payton 

International President 
 
 
 
 

https://www.iamwmw.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sacrificial-offering-2020-tickets-105744574870

