
 

  

 

 

 

 

Righteousness, Justice and Peace 

The President’s Response 

 

The challenges of 2020 will forever be etched into our hearts and minds, and it is certain that our lives will 

never be the same. Brothers and sisters of African descent are under attack and I am overwhelmed.  The 

coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has wreaked havoc on the African American community and the 

economic downfall has affected more people of color with job furloughs and loss of income. Our survival 

is threatened!   

Social isolation has weakened our mental state by keeping us away from family and friends. We have had 

to bury loved ones without a proper cultural burial service.  In addition, the racial injustices that we have 

recently witnessed have just “tipped the iceberg.”  It is virtually impossible to watch without anger, 

outrage and grief as a white police officer kneels on the neck of an unarmed black man who is gasping for 

breath; while two additional police officers subdue his chest, abdomen and legs and another stands 

indefensibly doing nothing.  Are we still a generation of oppression? Does the color of our skin still make a 

difference?  Have the marches, protests and even riots of the '60s and '70s been forgotten?  Truly, we are 

witnessing the cruel prejudices and brutality aimed at African Americans that we do not want to see 

again, and we must acknowledge that racial injustices are accelerating! 

I penned this statement with controlled anger, outrage, grief and compassion.  I wholeheartedly believe 

that our voices must be heard.  Most of all, I believe that we must be united in purpose.  I champion 

protests and marches for justice, but I do not condone violence and destruction of property. I implore 

you, IAMWMW, to be sensitive to the issues of this day.  Let us pray for righteousness, justice, and peace. 

The inspired prophet wrote, “But let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever flowing 

stream!” ; Amos 5:24.  Pray for the comfort and peace that only God can bring to the families who have 

been directly affected by injustice, illness and death.  

Then, we must move a step further.  Let your voices be heard by encouraging everyone to register to 

vote, registering others to vote and motivating all to vote on November 3rd.   We need leaders who 

acknowledge the sovereignty of God because blessed will be the nation that trusts in the Lord.  We need 

leaders who are not out for self-aggrandizement but leaders who care for all.   

This is not the time to be a silent bystander but a “drum major” for justice. In the spirit of faith, love, and 

prayer I pray for each of you as we journey together to make our world a better place with God as our 

Divine Leader and Guide.   

“When my heart grows faint, lead me to the Rock that is higher than I”; Psalm 61:2b NIV.  God is the Rock, 

our refuge and our strength against the foe. 

 

Sisterly, 

Margaret Brown Payton 

 

 


